Regional intraarterial infusion chemotherapy without laparotomy for hepatic metastases of pancreatic-cancer.
The therapeutic effectiveness of regional infusional chemotherapy for treatment of hepatic metastases of pancreatic cancers was compared with systemic chemotherapy. Studies were made on 17 patients with unresectable pancreatic cancer with hepatic metastases. Regional infusion chemotherapy was performed after the insertion of an angiocatheter into the hepatic artery without laparotomy. This treatment significantly increased the rate of the partial response (40%) of the hepatic metastases, prolonged the survival and reduced the duration of the hospital stay. As hepatic infusion chemotherapy without laparotomy is also simple and inexpensive, it should be useful for treatment of hepatic metastases of pancreatic cancer.